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LOCAL HISTORY

Above: Detail from a re-enactment of the
Battle of Naseby – push of pike

Inset: Prince Rupert of the Rhine

▲

I t is strange to be scoffing egg and chips
in the company of a group of people
who talk about the Battle of Naseby as if

it happened yesterday, and who
discuss Cromwell and Fairfax as if
they are acquaintances. True,
we are lunching at a pub in
Clipston, close to the
battlefield, and my
companions are all
members of the Naseby
Battlefield Project, but
even so…

These are a group of
people dedicated to
promoting Naseby as
one of the most
important battlefield sites
in Britain – they would claim
it is THE most significant of
them and that it should be
recognised and publicised as such,
as Bosworth has been.

The move began back in 1999, when Martin
Marix Evans, a military historian and member

of the Battlefields Trust was walking the site
with Peter Burton from nearby Sibbertoft
and Michael Westaway from Naseby, who

had done some serious metal
detecting at Naseby and found

coins, buckles, and even a dice
made from a musket ball,

and had plotted these
important finds on a map

The pair decided
something needed to be
done to make people
aware, both locally and
nationally, of the events
of the Battle of Naseby
which took place in June
1645, when Parliament’s

New Model Army inflicted
a crushing defeat on the

army of King Charles I: it was
the decisive battle of the Civil

War, yet until comparatively
recently, the site was largely ignored

and there was very little there to mark its
importance.

Continuing the battle of Naseby…

Naseby Battlefield has
become something of a
vocation for those
involved in raising the
site’s profile to match that
of Bosworth. Life writer
Joan Stephens speaks to
members of The Naseby
Battlefield Project to find
out what progress has
been made…




